
Native American Career and Technical Education Program (NACTEP) 
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PROJECT DIRECTOR/CONTACT: 
 

Vernon G. Lujan, Project Director 
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FEDERAL AWARD:    $420,483 
 

FEDERAL PROJECT OFFICER: 
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U.S. Department of Education, OVAE 
550 12
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Washington, D.C.  20202-7241 
Telephone:  (202) 245-7792 
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E-mail:  linda.mayo@ed.gov 
 

PROJECT SUMMARY:   
 

Poeh Arts is a certificate project that teaches jewelry, pottery, stone sculpture and arts business management as a means of 
employment and enhancing incomes for Native Americans.  This instruction is through hands-on, personal teaching 
methods utilizing the intergenerational teaching model, which is based on passing such skills in the family.  Thus, the goal 
of Poeh Arts is to keep Pueblo people in their communities by developing cottage industry skills and preserving 
traditional arts, which have been passed down through generations.  The expected outcomes include cultural preservation 
and revitalization through this specialized training in the arts.  Professional exhibition opportunities of art at the Poeh 
Gallery, Poeh Museum, and other venues through which participants can develop their entrepreneurial skills are also a 
hallmark of the project.   
 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 
 

 To develop an innovative intergenerational teaching method based upon Pueblo worldview and social structure and 
implemented by the third month of the program. 
 

 To enroll a minimum of 100 persons annually and completion for a minimum of 80 persons.  Employment of a 
minimum of 50 students is the annual placement goal.  The latter achieved either through employment at the Poeh 
Cultural Center and Museum, local arts businesses, or in their own cottage industry businesses.  Through this type of 
employment, graduates are enhancing their personal incomes and are active participants in the economy of Northern 
New Mexico. 

 

 To instruct students in exhibition techniques as part of their entrepreneurial training, thereby students can apply this 
specialized training as artists and entrepreneurs either in the employ of others or self-employment.  Students need this 
training for professional presentation of art to public whether in home studio, gallery, or museum. 
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 To provide instruction in computer technology as part of their entrepreneurial training so that students can 
professionally prepare and present their portfolios.  Students also have the opportunity to learn word processing to 
prepare biographical information and artist statements, file management (databases) for mailings, desktop publishing 
for manipulation of photo-documentation. 

 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL(S) OF PARTICIPANTS: 
 

Certificate Program and (Optional) Postsecondary 
 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION TRAINING AREAS: 
 

AREA     CERTIFICATION STATUS 
 

Jewelry     Certificate/AFA Degree 
Pottery     Certificate/AFA Degree 
Stone Sculpture    Certificate/ AFA Degree 
Woodworking    Certificate/ AFA Degree 
Computers    Certificate/ AAS Degree 
 

AVAILABLE DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS: 
 

Stipends 
Tuition Assistance 
 

NUMBER OF PROGRAM SITES:  1 
 

PARTNERSHIPS & COLLABORATIVES: 
 

Advisory Committee 
Tribal Planning Office 
Jobs, Opportunities, and Basic Skills Program Office 
Job Training Partnership Act 
Potential Employers 
 

ACCREDITATION STATUS: 
 

Articulation Agreement with Northern New Mexico College who is accredited by the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools – The Higher Learning Commission 


