Secondary Concentrator Definition

Current Concentrator Definition and Major State Differences

The Perkins III Core Indicator Framework developed in January 2000 provides states with substantial flexibility in the definition of vocational concentrators.  This framework defines vocational concentrator as a “student who enrolled in a threshold level of vocational education” (See Perkins III Core Indicator Framework).  States vary on three key definitional elements: (1) student intent, (2) threshold level, and (3) whether they specify additional special conditions or requirements for defining concentrators.

Approach for Improving Standardization

The Next Steps Work Group (NSWG) discussed alternative approaches for improving the standardization of state concentrator definitions and recommended that states attending the Data Quality Institute (DQI) explore the following approach. This approach makes recommendations for each of the three key definitional elements.

	1.  Student Intent to Enroll in a Sequence

States should not use student intent to enroll in a sequence as a basis for including or excluding students.

2.  Number/Type of Instructional Units Enrolled In/Completed in State-Recognized

     Sequence to Achieve the Threshold Level

· Definition of Instructional Units. States should use Carnegie Units to define instructional units and specify the number of units in a sequence.

· Definition of Sequence of Units.  States should establish state-recognized sequences of units for the purposes of Perkins accountability.

· Number/Percent of Instructional Units Representing Threshold Levels. States should define the threshold level to be when students enroll in a unit of instruction within a state recognized sequence after having completed (earned credits) in 50 percent of the total number of units in that sequence. For programs with odd numbers of units, the threshold would be reached after completing the unit that would put them over the 50 percent level. For example, for programs with 3 Carnegie Units, students would reach the threshold after completing the second unit and enrolling in the third unit.

· Time to Reach Threshold. States should not require that students reach threshold levels within a specific time period during high school such as before their senior year.

· Enrolled In or Completed.  States should define thresholds based on enrollment in an instructional unit in the state-recognized sequence after having completed (earned credits) 50 percent of the total number of units in that sequence. 

3. Special Conditions: Other Requirements for Concentrators

States should not use other special conditions (e.g., seniors only) to include or exclude students.




Secondary Concentrator Session:

Questions for Discussion

	1.  Moving to Proposed Approach

· What is your current state definition of concentrators?

· How does your current state definition of concentrators compare with the proposed approach on each of the three definitional elements?  

· Are there other definitional elements that should be considered?


· What are the problems and issues in aligning your state definition with this proposed approach?

2.  Alternative Approach

· If you do not agree with the proposed approach, what is an alternative approach for improving standardization on the three definitional elements and other definitional elements?

3.  Transition Plan

· What should be considered in developing a transition plan for states to align to the proposed approach or an alternative approach?




Postsecondary Concentrator Definition

Current Concentrator Definition and Major State Differences

The Perkins III Core Indicator Framework developed in January 2000 provides states with substantial flexibility in the definition of vocational concentrators. This framework defines vocational concentrator as a “student who enrolled in a threshold level of vocational education” (See Perkins III Core Indicator Framework).  States vary on three key definitional elements: (1) student intent, (2) threshold level, and (3) whether they specify additional special conditions or requirements to be defined as a concentrator.

Approach for Improving Standardization

The Next Steps Work Group (NSWG) discussed alternative approaches for improving the standardization of state concentrator definitions and recommended that states attending the Data Quality Institute (DQI) explore the following approach. This approach makes recommendations for each of the three key definitional elements.

	1.  Student Intent to Enroll in a Sequence

States should use student intent in their definitions of concentrators and count students as concentrators only if they indicate their intent to enroll in a sequence and reach threshold levels in that sequence.

2.  Number/Type of Courses Enrolled In/Completed in State-Recognized Sequence to

     Achieve the Threshold Level

· Definition of Instructional Units.  States should use credit hours to define instructional units.  For institutions and programs not organized by or awarding credit hours, states should establish equivalent standardized units (e.g., contact hours, competencies attained) as the basis for determining lengths of sequences and threshold levels.

· Definition of Sequence of Units.  States should establish state-recognized sequences of instructional units for the purposes of Perkins accountability.  State-recognized sequences should result in some type of credential (e.g., degree, certificate, industry certification).

· Number/Percent of Instructional Units Representing Threshold Levels. States should define the threshold level to be when students enroll in a unit within a state recognized sequence after having completed (e.g., earned credits) in one-third the total number of units in that sequence. For programs with odd numbers of units (credit hours or their equivalents), the threshold would be reached after completing the unit that would put them over the one-third level. For example, for programs with three 3-credit courses and 9 total credit hours, students would reach the threshold after completing the second course and enrolling in the third course.    

· Time to Reach Threshold. States should require that students reach the threshold within a state-recognized sequence within one calendar year to be counted as concentrators.

· Enrolled In or Completed.  States should define thresholds based on enrollment in a unit in the state-recognized sequence after having completed (e.g., earned credits) in one-third the total number of units in that sequence. 

3. Special Conditions: Other Requirements for Concentrators

States should not use other special conditions (e.g., first-time/full-time) to include or exclude students.


Postsecondary Concentrator Session:

Questions for Discussion 

	1.  Moving to Proposed Approach

· What is your current state definition of concentrators?

· How does your current state definition of concentrators compare with the proposed approach on each of the three definitional elements?  

· Are their other definitional elements that should be considered?


· What are the problems and issues in aligning your state definition with this proposed approach?

2. Alternative Approach

· If you do not agree with the proposed approach, what is an alternative approach for improving standardization on the three definitional elements and other definitional elements?

3.  Transition Plan

· What should be considered in developing a transition plan for states to align to the proposed approach or an alternative approach?




