Secondary Vocational Concentrator Definition: Voting Matrix

	Definitional Element 
	# States Agree
	# States Disagree
	Majority Recommendation
	Other Recommendation (s)

	1. Student Intent to Enroll in a Sequence should not be used as a basis for excluding or including students.


	
	
	
	

	2. Number/type of Instructional units Enrolled In/Completed in State-Recognized Sequence to Achieve Threshold Level 
	
	
	
	

	2a. Definition of Instructional Units. States should use Carnegie Units to define instructional units and specify the number of units in a sequence.


	
	
	
	

	2b. Definition of Sequence of Units.  States should establish state-recognized sequences of units for the purposes of Perkins accountability.


	
	
	
	

	2c. Number/Percent of Instructional Units Representing Threshold Levels. States should define the threshold level to be when students enroll in a unit of instruction within a state recognized sequence after having completed (earned credits) in 50 percent of the total number of units in that sequence. For programs with odd numbers of units, the threshold would be reached after completing the unit that would put them over the 50 percent level. For example, for programs with 3 Carnegie Units, students would reach the threshold after completing the second unit and enrolling in the third unit. *


	
	
	
	

	2d. Time to Reach Threshold. States should not require that students reach threshold levels within a specific time period during high school such as before their senior year.


	
	
	
	

	3. Special Conditions: Other Requirements for Concentrators

States should not use other special conditions (e.g., seniors only) to include or exclude students


	
	
	
	

	Other Elements:


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


*Enrolled in or completed item is included here

Discussion Question: 

What are the major barriers and transitional plan issues to consider with a new definition?

Postsecondary Vocational Concentrator Definition: Voting Matrix

	Definitional Element 
	# States Agree
	# States Disagree
	Majority Recommendation
	Other Recommendation (s)

	1.  Student Intent to Enroll in a Sequence

States should use student intent in their definitions of concentrators and count students as concentrators only if they indicate their intent to enroll in a sequence and reach threshold levels in that sequence.


	
	
	
	

	2.  Number/Type of Courses Enrolled In/Completed in State-Recognized Sequence to

Achieve the Threshold Level


	
	
	
	

	2a. Definition of Instructional Units.  States should use credit hours to define instructional units.  For institutions and programs not organized by or awarding credit hours, states should establish equivalent standardized units (e.g., contact hours, competencies attained) as the basis for determining lengths of sequences and threshold levels.


	
	
	
	

	2b. Definition of Sequence of Units.  States should establish state-recognized sequences of instructional units for the purposes of Perkins accountability.  State-recognized sequences should result in some type of credential (e.g., degree, certificate, industry certification).


	
	
	
	

	2c. Number/Percent of Instructional Units Representing Threshold Levels. States should define the threshold level to be when students enroll in a unit within a state recognized sequence after having completed (e.g., earned credits) in one-third the total number of units in that sequence. For programs with odd numbers of units (credit hours or their equivalents), the threshold would be reached after completing the unit that would put them over the one-third level. For example, for programs with three 3-credit courses and 9 total credit hours, students would reach the threshold after completing the second course and enrolling in the third course.    


	
	
	
	

	2d. Time to Reach Threshold. States should require that students reach the threshold within a state-recognized sequence within one calendar year to be counted as concentrators.


	
	
	
	

	2e. Enrolled In or Completed.  States should define thresholds based on enrollment in a unit in the state-recognized sequence after having completed (e.g., earned credits) in one-third the total number of units in that sequence. (Repeats number/percent item)


	
	
	
	

	3. Special Conditions: Other Requirements for Concentrators

States should not use other special conditions (e.g., first-time/full-time) to include or exclude students.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Discussion questions:

What are the barriers to implementation and major transitional issues that need to be considered?

