
   
 

   
 

 
 

      
    

   
  

  
 

      
      

    
   

 
  

 
      

      
 

   
 

  
 

       
       

 
    

 
  

 
      

     
      

        
   

 
  

 

      
     

    
 

  
 

       
       

     
   

 
 

 
      

      
  

   
 
  

 
     

   
   

 
  

 
 

       
 

   
 

 
 

 
  

Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Program
 

REL Appalachia at CNA: Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virginia, & West Virginia 

Director: Justin Baer 
baerj@cna.com
 
http://www.relappalachia.org
 

REL Central at Marzano Research Laboratory: 
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, & Wyoming 

Director: Robert Marzano 
robert.marzano@marzanoresearch.com
 
http://www.relcentral.org
 

REL Mid-Atlantic at ICF International: Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, & Washington, 
DC 

Director: Teresa Duncan 
tduncan@icfi.com
 
https://www.relmidatlantic.org
 

REL Midwest at American Institutes for Research: 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, & 
Wisconsin 

Acting Director: Dean Gerdeman 
DGerdeman@air.org
 
http://www.relmidwest.org
 

REL Northeast and Islands at Education 
Development Center, Inc.: Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Puerto 
Rico, Rhode Island, Vermont, & the Virgin Islands 

Director: Jill Weber 
jweber@edc.org
 
http://www.relnei.org
 

REL Northwest at Education Northwest: Alaska, 
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, & Washington 

Acting Director: Chris Mazzeo 
Christopher.Mazzeo@educationnorthwest.org 
http://educationnorthwest.org/rel-northwest 

REL Pacific at McREL: American Samoa, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Guam, Hawaii, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, & Republic of Palau 

Director: Nolan Malone 
nmalone@mcrel.org 
http://relpacific.mcrel.org 

REL Southeast at Florida State University/Florida 
Center for Reading Research: Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, & South Carolina 

Director: Barbara Foorman 
bfoorman@fcrr.org 
http://rel-se.fcrr.org 

REL Southwest at SEDL: Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, & Texas 

Director: Vicki Dimock 
Vicki.Dimock@sedl.org 
Website TBA 

REL West at WestEd: Arizona, California, Nevada, & 
Utah 

Director: Nikola Filby 
nfilby@wested.org 
http://relwest.wested.org/ 
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Regional Educational Laboratory
 
Research Alliances
 

As our nation addresses the challenge of improving academic achievement for all students, the 
role of evidence in shaping practice and policy becomes even more critical. During the past five 
years, the Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) program, sponsored by the Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES) at the U.S. Department of Education, has significantly advanced the 
quality and reliability of available evidence through its focus on producing and disseminating 
high quality, rigorous research. 

The current RELs, launched in 2012, promise further strides in building an education system in 
which decisions are firmly grounded in data and research.  

Under the new contract, RELs are working in partnership with nearly 70 “research alliances” 
comprised of education practitioners and policymakers at the district and/or state levels. In 
collaboration with the RELs, research alliance members identify specific, pressing education 
challenges in their region.  Then they analyze data and conduct research to gain a more nuanced 
understanding of the challenges and to develop and test strategies for improvement. 

The goal of this work is to build capacity to use data and research by: 

•	 Assisting states, districts, and schools in using their data systems 
•	 Conducting and supporting high quality studies on key regional priorities 
•	 Helping education policymakers and practitioners to incorporate data and research into 

everyday decision making 

Research alliances operating in each region are addressing critical issues such as: 

•	 Providing effective early education 
•	 Identifying and retaining effective teachers and principals 
•	 Adopting and implementing rigorous standards and assessments 
•	 Increasing college readiness, access, and completion 
•	 Improving low-achieving schools 

Many alliances address the needs of subgroups, such as rural or charter schools, or special 
populations, such as American Indian, Alaska Native, English language learner, Pacific Islander, 
low-income, or Special Education students.  

For further information visit: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs. 
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