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Agenda
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Agenda

• Overview of Progress 

• Threshold Agreementsg

– Secondary

– PostsecondaryPostsecondary

• Outstanding Threshold Issues
S d– Secondary

– Postsecondary

• Wrap up
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Principles for SPAC Dialogue
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Principles for SPAC Dialogue

• Share time and participate equally

• Contribute concisely and stay on topicy y p

• Welcome and respect all opinions

• Listen for meaning• Listen for meaning

• Build on others’ ideas; avoid “but” or “no” responses

• Air concerns during the meeting, not after

• Support the team outside the meeting
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Overview of Progress
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Overview of Progress

John Haigh, Branch Chief
DATE—Accountability and Performance BranchDATE Accountability and Performance Branch
Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE)

John.Haigh@ed.gov
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Threshold Agreements and Issues for 
id i
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Consideration

Amanda Richards, Associate Director
Preparation for College and CareerPreparation for College and Career

MPR Associates, Inc.
arichards@mprinc.com
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Guiding Ideas
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Guiding Ideas

We want measures of the core indicators that:
1. Focus on student success
2. Can be acted upon at the local, state, or federal level
3. Are of high quality and efficient in collection and useg q y
4. Are measurable over time
5. Are simple and easily understood
6. Are aligned among related programs and educational 

sectors
7. Avoid unintended consequences
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Thresholds: Accountably Enrolled
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Thresholds: Accountably Enrolled

Accountably enrolled: A term for the threshold that students 
must reach to be included in reported accountability results

Secondary: Students who completed at least 50 percent of a 
state‐approved career preparation program by the end of the 
reporting year

Postsecondary: Students who earned at least 12 cumulative 
credits (or equivalent) in a state‐approved career preparation ( q ) pp p p
program or completed a state‐approved career preparation 
program of less than 12 credits (or equivalent) by the end of the 
reporting year
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Secondary Threshold:
i f
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Points of Agreement

Students who completed at least 50 percent of a state‐approved career 
preparation program by the end of the reporting year

• Use percentage: Base threshold on the percentage of a state• Use percentage: Base threshold on the percentage of a state 
approved career preparation program that a student completes

• Use 50 Percent: Students should complete “at least 50 percent” of a p p
state approved career preparation program

• Include only technical coursework: Only technical coursework 
h ld t t d hi i th th h ldshould count toward achieving the threshold

• Align reporting year with ESEA: States should use a reporting year 
that aligns with their ESEA reporting yearg p g y
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Postsecondary Threshold:
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Points of Agreement

( )Students who earned at least 12 cumulative credits (or equivalent) in a 
state‐approved career preparation program or completed a state‐
approved career preparation program of less than 12 credits (or 
equivalent) by the end of the reporting yearequivalent) by the end of the reporting year

• Use credits or equivalent—Use of equivalencies must be supported 
by written guidance

• Use 12 credits or equivalent—12 credits or equivalent is the 
threshold students in programs of 12 or more credits must reach

• Must complete programs of <12 credits—Students in programs of 
<12 credits must complete the entire program

• Use cumulative credits or equivalent Credits are assessed over a• Use cumulative credits or equivalent—Credits are assessed over a 
period of years, not just in the reporting year
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Secondary Threshold:
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Issues for Consideration

Students who completed at least 50 percent of a state‐approved 
career preparation program by the end of the reporting year

• Career preparation programs—Request OVAE guidance on 
what constitutes a career preparation program

• Minimum number of courses in a program—Should anMinimum number of courses in a program Should an 
approved program have a minimum length or number of 
courses?

• Related CTE programs—Some programs are highly related 
(overlap in coursework, etc.). If some receive Perkins funds and 
some do not, should states restrict reporting to the federally 
funded program?
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Postsecondary Threshold:
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Issues for Consideration

Students who earned at least 12 cumulative credits (or 
equivalent) in a state‐approved career preparation program or 
completed a state‐approved career preparation program of less 
than 12 credits (or equivalent) by the end of the reporting yearthan 12 credits (or equivalent) by the end of the reporting year

• Current enrollment—Should students have completed any 
credits during the current reporting year to be included in thecredits during the current reporting year to be included in the 
threshold?

• Time to credits—Should there be a maximum number of years 
t l k b k f l ti dit ?to look back for cumulative credits?

• Inclusion of general education courses—Should technical only 
or technical and general education coursework be consideredor technical and general education coursework be considered 
for the threshold?
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Postsecondary Threshold:
f id i ( )
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Issues for Consideration (cont.)

Students who earned at least 12 cumulative credits (or equivalent) in a stateStudents who earned at least 12 cumulative credits (or equivalent) in a state‐
approved career preparation program or completed a state‐approved career 
preparation program of less than 12 credits (or equivalent) by the end of the 
reporting year

• Developmental education—Should credits earned through developmental 
education be considered for the threshold?

• Credit awarded in high school—Which categories of students should beCredit awarded in high school Which categories of students should be 
included?
– Students still in high school who have earned 12 or more college credits
– Students who earned 12 college credits while in high school and who are enteringStudents who earned 12 college credits while in high school and who are entering 

postsecondary education in the same POS
– Students who earned 12 college credits while in high school and who are entering 

postsecondary education in a different POS
– Students who earned 12 college credits while in high school and who are entering 

postsecondary education but who are not in a POS (i.e., not enrolled in CTE)
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Wrap Up: Next Steps
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Wrap Up: Next Steps

• Meetings
– Design Team: August 9–10, 2012 
– SPAC:  September 27, 2012

• Making the most of the SPAC online Forum
– Please visit http://cte.ed.gov/spac/index.php/forum/
– Initiate and participate in dialogues about issues related to 

the indicators measures and measurement approachesthe indicators, measures, and measurement approaches
– The forum is open to the field, including SPAC, Design 

Team, and other interested stakeholders
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Contact Information
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Contact Information

John Haigh
Performance and Accountability Branch Chief

Division of Academic and Technical Education

Amanda Richards
Associate Director, 

Preparation for College and Career

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

U.S. Department of Education

550 12th Street SW

MPR Associates, Inc.

1618 SW First Avenue, Suite 300

Portland OR 97201550 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20202

P: 202‐245‐7735

Portland, OR 97201

P: 503‐222‐5467 x402

F: 503‐389‐1570

John.Haigh@ed.gov arichards@mprinc.com
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